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Constraints 
 
Bridge on  
SR 29 
The uncertainty 
regarding the 
location and 
timing of the 
future SR 29 
Bridge represents 
a challenge and an 
opportunity to the 
revitalization of 
Downtown 
LaBelle.  Since SR 
29 is a Florida 
Department of 
Transportation 
(FDOT) roadway, the 
City of LaBelle and 
Hendry County do 
not have direct 
control over the 
future of this 
important facility. 
 
Many options are on 
the table as part of 
the SR 29 Project 
Development and 
Environment study 
currently underway.  
One option is to keep 

an expanded facility through downtown via 
one-way pairs utilizing both Bridge Street 
and Main Street.  The FDOT must also study 
whether the bridge ends up being moved 
outside of town, which will bypass the 
downtown area altogether.   
 
A third option is to simply re-deck the 
existing bridge.  This would mean that in 
order to accommodate the present level of 
traffic, the bridge and Bridge Street will 
have to become four-lanes.  This option goes 
against the City’s desire to make the area 

more pedestrian–friendly, and could require 
more right- of-way, which would restrict the 
ability to widen sidewalks.  
 
The possibility of twin roadway pairs has 
residents and business owners concerned, as 
well.  If this happens, then Bridge Street will 

become a one-
way 
northbound 
route and 
Main Street 
will become 
the 
southbound 
counterpart.  
Although it 
was suggested 
during the 
Visit Florida 

Workshop that creating one-way traffic 
through downtown could be a detriment, the 
consensus was that this would not be the case 
since there are many east-west cross streets 
linking the two roads which could provide for 
adequate circulation and movement.  If the 
bridge is relocated and Downtown LaBelle is 
bypassed, it is feared that the downtown area, 
no longer having the benefit of through traffic, 
will be negatively impacted.  
 
The SR 29 PD&E will be completed sometime 
in 2010 and it will likely be many years before 
work on a new bridge is actually started. 

Constraints:  
• Bridge on SR 29 
• Traffic on Bridge 

Street 
• Minor Ponding 

on Roadways 
• Competition with 

Development 
Outside of the 
Downtown 

• School Traffic on 
Main Street 

• Sidewalks 
• Limited Outdoor 

Furniture 
• Lack of 

Coordinated 
Signage 

• Overhead Power 
lines 

• Limited Street 
Lighting 

 Truck Traffic on the Existing SR 29 Bridge 

 View of Bridge from Barron Library 
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Traffic on Bridge Street 
SR 29, which is known as Bridge Street in 
LaBelle, is the main north/south route through 
the town.  Traffic on SR 29, especially in the 
downtown portion of the city, has been 
identified by area residents and business 
owners as an ongoing concern.   
 
Presently, SR 29 is identified by FDOT as part 
of the Strategic Intermodal System (SIS), 
which means that it is a major means by which 
people, goods and services are moved through 
the state.  SR 29 is a significant north/south 
route for truck traffic in South Florida.  The 
current amount of traffic utilizing the SR 29 
Bridge exceeds its existing level of service 
(LOS).  This is further complicated by the 
noise created by the high number of large 
trucks, as well as overall traffic speeds, which 
by the SIS designation, are presently at their 
minimum.   
 
Coming into the city from the north, the speed 
reduces from 55 mph to 35 mph as traffic 
approaches the SR 29 Bridge.  However, there 
are limited traffic calming measures in place 
that encourage vehicles to adhere to the posted 
traffic speeds, and currently there is very little 
in place to let motorists know they are 
approaching the downtown area.   
At the point that this is made evident, large 
vehicles and other traffic are already coming 
off of the bridge into the downtown area, often 
at speeds exceeding the posted 35 mph speed 
limit.   
 
There is no median to 
offer protection and 
relief from the passing 
traffic, and since there 
are no stop signs or 
traffic lights until traffic 
reaches the intersection 
with SR 80, pedestrians 
trying to cross Bridge 
Street are not given 
much time or protection 
when crossing the street. 
 

Another traffic-related issue is the noise 
created by the large number of trucks that pass 
through the vicinity.  The noise is created not 
only by the size of these vehicles, but also by 
their rumblings and vibrations that often 

shake walls and windows 
of businesses along Bridge 
Street.  Slowing the truck 
traffic and adding traffic 
calming measures should 
substantially address this 
concern. 
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Approaching LaBelle from North of the River 
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Traffic calming measures that include reduced speeds and raised 
intersections should be incorporated into the redevelopment plan. 
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Minor Ponding  
on Roadways 
Although flooding is no 
longer a major issue, 
ponding on roadways 
does occur in the 
downtown area after a 
hard rain.  Minimal 
ponding should be 
expected given the 
frequency and intensity 
of storms, but the City of 
LaBelle should 
investigate the cause and 
incorporate a strategy to 
address this issue.  The 
City should also 
coordinate with FDOT 
since they will also be 
addressing this issue as 
part of the SR 29 PD&E.   
 

Competition 
with 
Development 
Outside  
of the 
Downtown 
Much of the new 
development in LaBelle 
has been occurring on 
SR 80.  The widening of 
SR 80 to four-lanes, the 
availability of vacant 
parcels, and the ability 
to provide ample 
parking, has facilitated 
this trend.  The 
downtown has a 
predominance of small 
parcels, inadequate parking and older historic 
buildings—some of which need repair.  In 
addition, bringing structures up to meet 
modern business needs, as well as current 
building codes, creates costs and issues that 
many business owners would rather avoid.   

 

School Traffic  
on Main Street 
Traffic during school drop off and 
pick up can back up along Main 
Street.  There is less of an impact in 
the morning, because parents drop 
off their children at varying times.  In 
the afternoon, however, people arrive 
early to get in line to pick up their 
children, and tie up traffic in this 
vicinity for an extended period of 
time.  This issue should be 
coordinated with the Hendry County 
School District. 
 

Sidewalks 
While the configuration of the 
downtown promotes walkability, 
there lacks a comprehensive network 
of sidewalks.  The existing walkways, 
in their present condition, do not 
provide the necessary width to be 
comfortable for two people to stroll 
side by side if others are 
approaching.  In addition, the 
pavement in many areas is in poor 
condition.  Some of this is due to the 
proximity of large trees which cause 
the walks to buckle and crack.  There 
is also a lack of connectivity.    
 

Limited Outdoor 
Furniture 
Currently there are no benches in 
front of shops or along the sidewalks 
of Downtown LaBelle.  Nor are there 
many places to sit within the park, 
along the river or around the river 
side of the library.   
 

Lack of Coordinated Signage 
At the present time, there is no special signage 
that identifies the downtown area or Walking 
District nor is there any coordinated theme for 
signage in general.   

 

Lack of Connecting Sidewalks 

 

Buckled Sidewalks due to Tree Roots 

 

Example of existing street furniture: future 
furniture placement should include shade to 
encourage use. 
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Overhead Power Lines 
The overhead power lines create a cause for 
concern and a potential for danger due to their 
proximity to the large trees that line the streets 
of Downtown LaBelle.  Large limbs that are 
close to power lines could cause electrical 
outages and possibly fires.   
 
Tree trimming, while necessary for safety, is 
not done with aesthetics or health of the tree 
in mind, resulting in trees trimmed that are 
unsightly and further damaged.  In addition, 
the power lines could limit the potential for 
further street tree plantings.  In order to avoid 
interference with overhead lines, trees are 
restricted in size, eliminating the ability to 
plant new oaks to replace those lost or 
declining.    
 

Limited Street Lighting 
There is need for additional street lighting in 
the downtown area.  Existing lighting is not 
pedestrian in scale, but geared more for the 
road than sidewalks.   

 

Power Line Conflict with Existing Tree Canopy 

 

Existing tree pruned for power lines; future coordination 
 encouraged to develop better methods to prune trees for safety 
and aesthetics.  
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Opportunities 
 
Waterfront   
The northern boundary of the downtown is 
framed by the Caloosahatchee River offering 

vistas, 
commerce, 
recreation 
and travel.  
Any plan to 
improve 
the 
downtown 
should 
start at the 
river’s 
edge.  The 
only 
business or 
entity that 
fronts the 
river in the 
downtown 
area is 
Barron 
Library 
located on 
the west 
side of the 

SR 29 Bridge.   Barron Park runs along the 
river on the east side of the bridge, but is not 
fully integrated with the River.   
 
 

Historical Grid  
Since LaBelle is laid out on a classic grid which 
is composed of relatively small blocks, it gives 
the town the advantage of being a very 
walkable scale.  The downtown core is 
comprised of a total of six to eight city blocks.  
Residents living nearby can bike or walk 
downtown, then shop, get a cup of coffee or 
meet a friend at the park.  Visitors can park 
their cars and easily walk to all of their 
destinations without the need to move their 
cars again until they are ready to leave.  Every 

effort should be made to 
enhance the 
improvements that 
encourage walkability.   
 

Historical 
Structures   
Many historically 
significant structures, 
dating back as far as the 
late 1800’s and early 
1900’s, exist in LaBelle.  

The 
downtown 
area has 
been 
designated a 
Historical 
District by 
the State of 
Florida.  
Historic 
buildings 

present a unique opportunity to glimpse a bit 
of the town’s history.  They also provide an 
occasion to showcase LaBelle’s past by locating 
interesting shops and attractions in these older 
structures.  Some notable structures include 
the Forrey Building, the Curtis Honey House, 
the Hendry County Courthouse, and the Bank 
of LaBelle building.    
 

Opportunities:  

• Waterfront 

• Historic Grid 

• Historical Structure 

• Culture 

• Public Spaces 

• Infill 

• Tree Canopy 

• Traffic on Bridge Street 

• Niche Development 

• Linkages 

• Urban Center / County 
Seat 

• Major Crossroads 

 Curtis Honey House 

 Forrey Building 

 

 Public Boat Dock 
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Culture 
Downtown LaBelle has many cultural 
attractions and events, including concerts, 
parades and festivals, the most significant of 
which is the Swamp Cabbage Festival.  The 
downtown is also home to Barron Library and 
the Firehouse Cultural Center. 

Public Spaces   
LaBelle is fortunate to have parks and open 
space in the downtown. Barron Park is the 
most substantial and utilized public space and 
dates back to the original plat of the City.   
 
Although owned by a private foundation, 
Barron Library and its environs provide a very 
well utilized public space also located on the 

edge of the River adjacent to the City Dock.  
The library becomes an extension of the park 
during the Swamp Cabbage Festival.  With its 
prime location, the Library has significant 
potential to become a more significant feature 
that could potentially house other civic 
features and functions. 
 

The area along the north side of the 
Caloosahatchee River could be a prime 
location for more public space.  Currently 
there is a riverfront park with boat access and 
a small hotel that front the river to the 
northwest, however there is vacant property 
on either side of the bridge facing the Library 
and Barron Park.  These areas could be 
developed and improved to become northern 
extensions of the existing open space across 
the river.  This would provide a distinct 
opportunity to not only increase public space, 
but to include the river as part of it.  
 
Across the street from the Courthouse is a 
vacant piece of property owned by the City of 
LaBelle and the existing U-Save Shopping 
Center.  The City has been provided with a 
vision of a Veterans Memorial Park to be 
located on this vacant piece of property.  Once 
this park is established, it will help supply the 
downtown area with additional public open 
space, and will serve as a gateway into 
Downtown LaBelle. 

 Firehouse Cultural Center 

 Barron Park 

 Barron Library 

 Future Veteran’s Memorial Park 
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Infill   
Unfortunately, many of the older buildings in 
Downtown LaBelle have been lost.  However, 
this also allows for infill opportunities.  Vacant 
lots along Bridge Street, Main Street and Lee 
Street would be prime locations for new 
development. 
 

Tree Canopy 
The oak tree canopy in LaBelle can be viewed 
as both current and future opportunities.  The 
current canopy provides design possibilities as 
well as shade and cooling.  It also provides the 
benefit of mature growth.   
 
Other opportunities include tree planting 
programs that will ensure the canopy is 
maintained for future generations, and that  
will place trees in locations that will allow 
them to grow unrestricted. 

 

Traffic on Bridge Street   
While often a constraint, the traffic along 
Bridge Street can also be seen as an 
opportunity because stores and shops are 
provided with constant visibility.  Also, a street 
with an abundance of traffic is viewed as 
bustling and vibrant. 
 

Niche Development   
Certain business owners have the ability to 
create a niche for themselves in Downtown 
LaBelle, where they can provide specialized 
services for local citizens and business owners 
while also providing places of interest for 
those traveling through.  This type of 
development should be encouraged. 

EXISTING 
DEVELOPMENT 

INFILL 
OPPORTUNITIES 

ONSTREET PARKING 
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Linkages 
Because of its centralized location and grid  
layout, the downtown area presents excellent 
opportunities to create linkages to other points  
of interest within the LaBelle area.  Linkages 
could be established between Barron Park and 
other parks nearby, such as the LaBelle Nature 
Park, the sports park to the south and the 
proposed 176 acre park located on the north 
side of the Caloosahatchee River.   
 

Urban Center/County Seat   
The fact that LaBelle is and has historically 
been the County Seat of Hendry County gives 
LaBelle an exclusive advantage in that the 
majority of County Governmental services 
have to be directed from the County Court-
house in LaBelle.   
 
 
 

Major Crossroads   
LaBelle, and more specifically the southern 
edge of the downtown core, is located right at 
the crossroads of SR 80, a significant 
East/West access road, and SR 29 which is a 

major North/South 
transportation route. 
 

LaBelle is at the crossroads 
 of two major highways.  
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